
THE CENTER FOR BIO-ETHICAL REFORM 
brought the Genocide Awareness Project 
(GAP) to the University of South Florida on 

February 27-28, 2008.  This marked the fi rst return 
of GAP to this university since 1999.  
GAP was created and inaugurated by CBR in 1998.  
The large-format display features 6 by 13-foot 
photo murals which compare abortion to more 
widely recognized historical examples of genocide.  
We also include signs educating passersby about 
prenatal development, the abortion/breast cancer 
link, and signs contrasting Americans’ response 
to abortion with their response to the September 
11 attacks, the Columbine school shooting, and 
the Oklahoma City bombing.  The entire display is 
designed to make students rethink their position on 
abortion, which in most cases is badly confused.
The sponsoring student group was Cornerstone 
Campus Ministry.  Here is what their campus minister 
concluded after GAP came to USF:    

As the pastor of a local church and leader of a 
campus ministry focused on reaching students 
at USF, I heard many testimonies of students 
being powerfully impacted by the presentation. 
This generation desperately needs to hear the 
truth concerning relevant issues that they are 
facing as young adults. The Genocide Aware-
ness Project boldly and courageously brings 
the truth concerning the life-and-death issue of 
abortion to the forefront of campus life.  (Bill 
Cooper, Cornerstone Campus Ministry).

The campus newspaper interviewed CBR Florida 
Director Michael Schrimsher as part of their article on 
GAP:

Mike Schrimsher … agreed that the CBR’s 
display is shocking, said the unusual, and con-
troversial reaction is exactly what it is seeking. 
‘It’s one of the few organizations that confronts 

the culture,’ he said. ‘At one time Americans 
believed that society couldn’t function without 
slavery.  Now slavery is unthinkable.  Most people, 
if offered a slave, wouldn’t accept one.  That’s 
what we’re trying to do with abortion.  You have to 
change society’s opinion to change legislation,’ he 
said. (“Pro-life protest shocks USF,” The Oracle, 
Feb. 29, 2008)

Interestingly, The Oracle was perhaps the fi rst school 
newspaper that wrote an editorial which attempted to 
interview genocide experts to obtain their opinion on our 
abortion/genocide comparisons.  In her February 29 edito-
rial, Managing Editor Victoria Bekiempis concluded that:  

... Campus genocide experts, scholars and abortion 
rights advocates, however, disagree with the Center 
for Bio-Ethical Reform (CBR) and some think 
describing abortion as genocide could trivialize the 
term’s importance.

***
‘Genocide has to include some kind of programmatic 

University of South Florida GAP—“This generation desperately 
needs to hear the truth…”

Center for Bio-Ethical Reform October 2008
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not agree with the GAP’s methods, either. 
‘Planned Parenthood does not think abortion 
is genocide - I do not think many people do,’ 
said Wendy Grassi, director of public affairs for 
Planned Parenthood of Southwest and Central 
Florida....

This is one of those Planned Parenthood (PP) quotes 
that gives us a rare bit of humor in our difÞ cult line of 
ministry.  Of course the biggest “provider” of abortion 
in America doesn’t think abortion is genocide.  
It is amazing that so many “genocide experts” could 
know so little about crimes against humanity.  Slavery 
killed millions of Africans and is widely regarded as 
having been a genocidal institution (Google the words 

killing to erase a people,’ said Tamara Zwick, 
USF assistant professor of modern German 
history.  Zwick specializes in Holocaust histori-
ography and gender history.  ‘There is some kind 
of program to eliminate people that is planned 
and that is intentional,’ she said. 

***
Edward Kissi, an assistant professor in Africana 
studies and author of “Revolution and Geno-
cide in Ethiopia and Cambodia,” said genocide 
typically involves countries, in part because 
it requires a lot of resources to exterminate an 
entire group of people.
‘A genocide is a deliberate attempt by a state, or 
an organized body acting on behalf of a state, to 
completely wipe out a group of people from the 
face of the Earth,’ he said.
Kissi, who was commissioned by the U.N. to 
write an article titled ‘The Holocaust as a Guide-
post for Genocide Detection and Prevention 
in Africa,’ said that international law views 
genocide as having occurred when a state or 
other entity acting on behalf of said state delib-
erately targets an ethnic, religious or other group 
for annihilation. …
Genocide can also be related to intentional 
prevention of reproduction in a population.  For 
some, this is where the line sometimes blurs 
between genocide and abortion, he said.

***
Mark Harrington …director for the CBR Mid-
west …[said] ‘The display is trying to point out 
similarities,’ he said. ‘There are differences, and 
we’ll be the Þ rst to admit it, but there are simi-
larities and we’re drawing those out with the 
display.’ 
SpeciÞ cally, Harrington said, the similarity 
stems from the concept of personhood.  As Nazi 
Germany didn’t treat Jews, and as pre-Civil-War 
America didn’t see blacks, as people, but rather 
as undesirables and slaves, respectively, American 
policy doesn’t treat fetuses as people.
Once you strip the legal protection of person-
hood, he said, genocide follows. Harrington said 
that the U.S. government is complicit, too, as it 
subsidizes Planned Parenthood operations, which 
include abortion. 

***
Planned Parenthood of Southwest and Central 
Florida, which on the local and national level is 
often the target of anti-abortion criticism, does 
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If an ordinary picture speaks a thousand words, 
the jumbo-size fetal abortion photos spoke mil-
lions. É (ÒVisual choice should be extended to 
all,Ó  The Oracle, Apr. 1, 2008)

Our ÒmillionsÓ of words photos will remain even in the 
minds of students who were still confused by the years 
of lies they have heard.  We are confi dent that all but the 
most hard-of-heart ones will soon be pro-life.  WeÕve 
seen it happen time and again. 

GAP at University of Louisville Ð ÒThe Na-
zis probably didnÕt call what they were doing 
genocide either.Ó
CBR Southeast took our Genocide Awareness Project 
to the University of Louisville March 31-April 1, 2008.   
The following are some highlights from those who came 
by the GAP display: 

Jordan, an ÒescortÓ at a local abortion clinic, was some-
what Òscary lookingÓ to our staff with his numerous 
piercings.  A civil conversation ensued in which Jordan 
offered that he primarily struggled with the genocide 
comparison; he was adamant that he did not want to 
Òeradicate all babies from the earth.Ó  Our staff member 
pointed to the ÒWanted-UnwantedÓ GAP sign and 
explained that we recognized he wasnÕt for killing all 
babies, but that the ÒunwantedÓ babies are the targets of 
this genocide.  Then it was like a light turned on in his 
eyes and he said, ÒOh, okay, I get the comparison now.  
IÕm sure the Nazis probably didnÕt call what they were 
doing genocide either.Ó  Before he left the GAP display, 
Jordan said he had a lot of new information to think 
about.

ÒI had no opinion or thought that it was probably okay, 
but after seeing these pictures, it is defi nitely wrong,Ó said 
a female student who stopped by the display to give us her 
feedback.

A male student accompanied Matt, who was making a 
documentary on GAP.  He told our staff, ÒÉ when I came 
up I was pro-choice, and now I am moving toward your 
side.Ó  When asked why, he replied, ÒBefore all I saw was 
line-drawings.  These real pictures are powerful.Ó  

ÒslaveryÓ and ÒgenocideÓ) yet the mass murder was not 
governmentally directed or funded and did not involve 
an effort to kill every black person on the planet or even 
in the country.  There are also many other examples 
of atrocities regarded as genocidal which donÕt fi t the 
original narrow defi nition.  As the killers expanded their 
slaughter, the defi nition of genocide had to expand 
accordingly. 

A USF English student submitted an opinion piece to 
The Oracle.  Unfortunately, arguments from this self-
described Òpro-choice proponentÓ are completely 
dependent upon propaganda from groups like PP and 
misunderstanding of the breadth of the current defi nition 
of genocide.  We quote in part: 

The defi nition of ÔgenocideÕ is a systematic, 
government-run attempt to eliminate a particular 
group of people.  It is fueled by hate and by the 
belief that certain people are subhuman and do 
not deserve to live. É

No woman gets an abortion because she hates 
children or thinks they do not deserve to live.  
The decision to have an abortion can be a 
decision to live with remorse, guilt and often 
regret for the rest of oneÕs life. É(ÒAnti-abortion 
display misguided,Ó The Oracle, Feb. 28, 2008, 
Renee Sessions, Columnist)

Contrary to Ms. SessionsÕ assertion that genocide must 
involve hate, a woman need not hate her child when she 
decides to arrange for an assassin (aka an abortionist) to 
kill her baby.  It is enough that she hates being pregnant 
and will sacrifi ce a child she is told is a blob of tissue 
instead of a real baby.  Furthermore, why should a woman 
Òlive with remorseÓ or ÒregretÓ if itÕs her legal, morally 
neutral choice?  ItÕs simply because a woman must go 
against her God-given conscience to make a decision to 
have her child destroyed. 

More evidence of The OracleÕs pro-abortion bias could 
be seen in another guest column from a student.  Ellen 
Krump (Mass Communications major) did not support 
our tactics, but she correctly assessed the effectiveness 
of our display location in her op-ed piece:   

...The display was erected near the heart of USF 
academiaÑthe LibraryÑnot to mention near such 
heavily used neighboring buildings as the Educa-
tion Building, Cooper Hall and the Business Build-
ing.  For any full-time student, it is needless to say 
that this area is a channel for a lot of pedestrians 
traveling to and from class.  Conditions were 
perfect for conjuring up a storm with a large 
number of students available to respond to an issue 
that normally affects only a few students directly.

When I came up I was 
pro-choice, and now I am 
moving toward your side.Ó

ÐStudent who saw GAP at the 
University of Louisville

Ò



Prayer Requests
Student clubs to sponsor GAP  

 in the U.S. and Canada

Wisdom in launching the   
 Matthew 28:20 church project

¥

¥

Address corrections:
addresschanges@cbrinfo.org

Electronic funds donation:
ACH@cbrinfo.org

Credit card donation:
creditcards@cbrinfo.org

Product order inquiries:
ProductOrders@cbrinfo.org

PO Box 219
Lake Forest, CA 92609-0219
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ÒAt one time Americans believed that society couldnÕt function without slavery.  Now 
slavery is unthinkable.  Most people, if offered a slave, wouldnÕt accept one.  ThatÕs 
what weÕre trying to do with abortion.Ó  ÐCBR Florida Director Mike Schrimsher
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May the Lord encourage you, as He is 
with all of us in the cause for life:  ÒHe 
upholds the cause of the oppressed and 
gives food to the hungry. The LORD 
sets prisoners free.Ó  Psalm 146:7

Events
RCC trucks in Michigan: Sept. 29-Oct. 2
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